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Gaming and Libraries--Made For Each Other
2012

Libraries have long been known as
the place to go for books of all
types. From mysteries to biographies, romance to reference.
Now libraries are also a great
source for many different types of
games.
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No longer just a place for books,
Converse County Library is a
gathering place for all ages. Sure
collectable card games, RPGs and

video games attract teen users,
but gaming programs are attracting other generations as well.
Systems like Microsoft Xbox and
Nintendo Wii offer games ranging
from bowling to tennis to racecar
driving and appeal to all family
members--from kids to grandparents. Libraries have other offerings
for those that love board games
and traditional games as well.
Some of the benefits of face-toface gaming (which is most popular here), compiled by local teens
include:











Math skills
Teamwork
Social awareness
Diplomacy
Strategy
Planning and calculating risks
Taking turns
Perseverance
Sportsmanship




Creative problem solving
Group created storytelling

Gaming is yet
another example of how a
new
library
format
can
fulfill the desire
to learn, plan,
and yes, read
at your library.
You can learn
more at http://
ilovelibraries.org/gaming.
On November
12, we invite
you to visit the Converse County
Library during National Gaming
Day @ your library. Bring Grandma and Grandpa and the kids and
take a look at what your library
has to offer--it just might surprise
you.
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READ A GOOD BOOK LATELY?
All you need is 5 minutes a day
and an email address to join one
of our FREE online book clubs!
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Are you looking for great
new authors? Looking for a great
book? Would you like to sample a
book before you commit to
checking it out? Do you like
Chocolate Chip cookies? If you
answered "Yes" to any of these
questions then you need to join
one of our online book clubs.
How does it work? Every week
we sample a new book. Monday
through Friday, a quick 5 minute
read is delivered to your email
box and waiting for you to peruse
with your morning cup of coffee.
At the end of Friday's read the
ending page number is given so

when you pick up the book from
the library you know where you
left off. (There is also a link in the
e-mails to quickly and easily reserve the book from the library.)
There's a book club for almost
everyone, including: fiction, nonfiction, romance, mystery, science
fiction, audio, business, prepublication (be the first to see
these soon-to-be-released books),
teen, good news, and horror. On
Mondays and Thursdays, Suzanne,
your book club editor, offers a
link to AuthorBuzz, where she
introduces you to 3 or 4 authors
and their books. Suzanne also
holds giveaways where you can
win funny or cool prizes--and
once a month, she bakes home-

made chocolate chip cookies for
the winners of her monthly
Chocolate Chip Cookie giveaway.
The online book clubs are a fun
and stress free way to read. And,
as Suzanne always ends her columns, "It's so good to read with
friends."
Check it out today at conversecountylibrary.org or ask a
librarian.
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the library and pick up a calendar
because dates may vary during the
holiday season and there may be
some special programs too.

—Erika Mariner, Children’s Librarian
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Gratitudes. I count them every
year when the snow falls for the
first time. It keeps my mood from
heading south with the birds. I’ll
be outside in the morning scraping
the snow off my car wearing inadequate shoes and coat from force
of summer habit, cursing my bad
luck. Those are the days I need to
stop myself and look at the storm
without snarling. My reminder is
how beautiful it can be out in
slowly settling snow, to have a car
with a working heater (bun warmers even), and to have a wonderful
place to work while watching it
through windows framed by
books. May we all remember the
refuge a library, reading and books

provide from the sometimes cold
world outside. Happy winter!

What is ‘Outreach?’

preschool or we can set up
something for senior centers and
nursing homes. After you’ve
finished with the items we will
also pick them up and return them
for you. If you are interested or
know of someone who might
benefit from Outreach Services,
please call 307 358-3644 for more
information.

The Converse County Library
offers Outreach Services. Is it
hard for you to get out of the
house? Are you homebound?
Would you still like to be able to
take advantage of the services
your library offers? Give us a
call...perhaps you can qualify for
delivery
of
items. One of
our staff will
bring library
items to your
home,
dayc a r e ,

on

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. Stop by

And, as always - my thanks to our
readers.

Converse County libraries and
thousands of libraries across the
country will join the American
Library Association (ALA) in celebrating the popularity and educational, recreational, and social
value of video and board games
for National Gaming Day @ Your
Library on Saturday, November
12, 2011.

If you missed our Autumn Book
Sale, we have a small collection of
items for sale year ‘round. The
materials are located near the
circulation desk. We restock as
needed so you might find

YALSA Teens’ Top Ten
Books of 2011
1.

Clockwork Angel, Cassandra
Clare
2. Mockingjay, Suzanne Collins
3. Crescendo, Becca Fitzpatrick
4. I Am Number Four, Pittacus
Lore
5. The Iron King, Julie Kagawa
6. Matched, Ally Condie
7. Angel: A Maximum Ride Novel,
James Patterson
8. Paranormalcy, Kiersten White
9. Before I Fall, Lauren Oliver
10. Nightshade, Andrea Cremer
--Ian Lindeman, Young Adult Services
Librarian

s o m e t h i n g
different each time
you
visit
the
library.
The holiday season
is fast approaching!
Your library will
be offering fine forgiveness.
During Christmas break we will
be showing daily family movie fare
and a family game day or two.
Watch for dates and times @
your local library.
--Cinnamon Hopkins-Johnson, Patron
Services Manger
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Gifts From the Heart
The holiday season
is just around the
corner,
more
quickly than some
of us would like.
Christmas displays
are already popping
up
in
stores
competing with Halloween and
Thanksgiving items while
Christmas music emanates from
the speaker system.
For those who prefer their gifts
homemade, take a look at Hobbies
and Crafts Reference Center, an

What’s Hot
October 2011
Adult Titles

online database, available through
your library, that offers detailed
“how-to” instructions and creative
ideas to meet your holiday needs.
Full text is provided from a variety
of craft magazines to help you
make and wrap that perfect gift,
including Bead & Button, Creative
Knitting, Quilter’s World, Crochet
Holiday Season, Family Christmas:
Handmade Gifts and Heartfelt
Stories, Sew Creative Gifts for Under
$10, 501 Great Scrapbook page
Ideas, 101 Quick Gifts in Plastic

Library Holiday Closures
Veterans’ Day
Thursday, November 24-26

1.
2.
3.

Saturday, December 24

Glenrock:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Merciless, Diana Palmer
One Shot: A Jack Reacher
Novel, Lee Child
The Healing, Wanda E.
Brunstetter
The Silent Girl, Tess Gerritson

Electronic Resources

This electronic resource is
available at the library, home,
school, or work, wherever you
have Internet access. Go to our
w e b s i t e
a t
www.conversecountylibrary.org.
You’ll need your library card
number and PIN. For further
assistance, please ask a librarian.
We’re here and happy to help.

Surviving Thanksgiving
Dinner

Friday, November 11

Douglas:
Les Miserables, Victor Hugo
New York to Dallas, J.D. Robb
Pages From Converse County’s
Past, Wyoming Pioneer
Association

Canvas, Creative Bows Made Easy:
Perfect Bows for All Your Crafts &
Giftwrap, Gift Wrap in a Snap, and
hundreds more.

Thanksgiving
Christmas Eve
Monday, December 26
Christmas
Monday, January 2, 2012
New Year’s
Have a safe, happy, and
healthy holiday season with
family, friends, and loved
ones.

Join Deanna Lindeman, RN Saturday, November 12, at 10:00 AM
for Surviving Thanksgiving Dinner.
Lindeman is a certified diabetic
educator with Memorial Hospital
of Converse County.
If you’re diabetic, have a loved one
or friend with diabetes, or want to
learn about this disease that affects more than 25.8 million children and adults in the United
States, this program is for you.
With the holiday season near at
hand, Deanna will talk about how
to survive the festivities and celebrate a healthier new year.

Foundation News:
The Converse County Library Foundation Board, Inc. meets bi-monthly and alternates between the libraries
in Douglas and Glenrock. On November 7 the board will meet at the
Glenrock Branch Library at 518 South 4th Street in Glenrock at 6:00
PM. The next meeting will be held in early January. Contact a Foundation Member, the Library Director at (307) 358-3644 or the Glenrock
Branch Manager at (307) 4362573 for more information.
Good food, good conversation,
and good deeds were the highlight of the Foundation’s Open
House Wednesday, October 5,
at the Converse County Library. Sponsored by Cameco Resources,
the evening introduced and highlighted the Wyoming Public Library
Endowment Challenge Program which is helping Wyoming library
foundations build lasting endowments to benefit respective county
library systems. The endowment program is made possible by the Wyoming State Legislature. With a goal of
just over $240,000, the county foundation is nearing 25% of its goal. This holiday season is a perfect time to
make your donation (and it’s tax-deductible too).

"A library is a true
fairyland, a very
palace of delight, a
haven of repose
from the storms
and troubles of the
world. Rich and
poor can enjoy it
alike, for here, at
least, wealth gives
no
advantage."
-- Avebury

Converse County Library Bridges

Mission of the Converse County Library System:
Providing a wealth of resources to make a positive difference
in the lives of our patrons.
Converse County Library
300 Walnut St.
Douglas, WY 82633
Phone: 307-358-3644
Fax: 307-358-6743
E-mail:
khopkins@conversecountylibrary.org
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From the Rock in the Glen - Glenrock Branch Library News
Greetings from Glenrock!
With our school routine firmly in
place, it’s time to start planning
for the holidays that November
and December bring us!
Rita will be continuing her Special
Days of the Year with the Library
StoryTime sessions. StoryTime
takes a break Wednesday,
November 23 for the
Thanksgiving holiday!
December 14th StoryTime will be
the last session before the
Christmas/New Year holidays, but
will pick up again on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 after everyone
recovers from all the holiday
festivities!
The Juvenile and Teen book
discussion groups will continue
with their activities on November

1 and 2, and December 6 and 7.
The Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
will sponsor an “open house” on
Friday, December 2, 1:00–4:30 PM
with a White Elephant gift
exchange, a coloring contest and
Christmas decorating as well!
Our AV collection was recently
rotated with the main library in
Douglas and everyone is
encouraged to come and check
out one of your old favorites and
see what has been added!
Speaking of adding, come on in
and enjoy the latest from James
Patterson, John Grisham, John
Sandford, Marcia Muller, Rita Mae
Brown and others. Some well
known, some newer authors.
A short peek at Glenrock history:
November, 1961 – Bomb

Shelters! Glenrock issued the first
two permits for the construction
of underground concrete shelters.
Herders close the 1961 football
season with a 55 – 0 romp over
Guernsey, bringing their record to
7 – 1 for the season, with a 6 – 1
record in the Texas Trail
conference.
December, 1961 – Construction
starts on new fertilizer plant 2
miles east of Glenrock. 43
applicants applied for 15 operating
positions at the plant. Santa was
scheduled to appear at Gambles
on Friday, December 8 from 6:30
PM until every child has had an
opportunity to meet and talk with
him. Of course, mom and dad
were encouraged to come along!
--Paul Pidde, Branch Manager

