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Moving from the Middle East to
Barbara
the Rocky Mountains, Converse
Kingsolv- County libraries will bring Humanities Forum speakers to Glenrock
er
and Douglas libraries in March and
April.
Seth Ward will address
“Democracy and Religion in the
Middle East” at the Glenrock
Branch Library, 518 S. 4th St.,
Thursday, March 15 at 6:00 pm.
Ward teaches Islamic history and
religion at the University of Wyoming. He received his PhD in Near
Eastern languages and literature
from Yale University.
Much of US Middle East policy has
been driven by a discourse about
democracy. The notion of establishing grater democracy in the
region is usually seen as crucial to
American security. The role of
religion in Middle Eastern politics
is puzzling to many Americans,
and the political systems are little
understood.
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Nathan Bender will appear at the
Converse County Library, 300
Walnut Street in Douglas during
National Library Week Wednesday, April 11 at 6:30 pm speaking
about “Jeremiah Johnson”. Bender
is an archivist and anthropologist
who has worked at the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center and the University of Idaho library. He lives in
Laramie.
Reviewing the life of Jeremiah
Johnson, Bender will examine how
this fictional character compares
with the historical figure of John
“Liver Eating” Johnston.
Both programs are made possible
by the Wyoming Humanities
Council and sponsored by the
Converse County Library Foundation.

Annually communities, schools, and campuses across
the country celebrate National Library Week, a time to
remind the public about the contributions libraries,
librarians, and library workers make to their communities every day.
Libraries have historically served as our nation’s great
equalizers of knowledge, providing free access to information for all people. Libraries help level the playing field by making both
print and digital information affordable, available and accessible to all people. This includes job seeking resources, materials in a variety of print and
electronic formats, cultural heritage and genealogical collections, English
as second language and citizenship classes and many other resourceful and
creative programs.
Today diversity applies to more than different races and ethnicities, but
varying physical disabilities, sexual orientations, ages, languages and social
classes. Libraries and librarians throughout the country are working to
design their collections and services to meet the diverse needs and interests of their communities.
Converse County libraries are preparing a variety of activities and special
events to showcase the many materials, services, and programs available
at your hometown library, highlighted by the Jeremiah Johnson program
on April 11. Watch for details.

Money Smart Week Returns
Money Smart Week arrives April 21-28, 2012
at Converse County Library.
The mission of Money Smart Week (MSW) is
to promote personal financial literacy. Participating libraries partner with community
groups, financial institutions, government agencies, educational organizations and other financial experts to help consumers learn to better manage their personal finances.
Story Time will use books to help children get an idea of how far money
does or doesn’t go.
One or more displays will focus on books, DVDs, and other resources
available at your local library to help consumers get the most value for
their dollars.
Reliant Credit Union will be presenting a program on basic savings techniques in a time of very low interest rates. Into coupons or maybe thinking about it? A tentative program is in the planning stages to help you get
started.
A full schedule of activities will be released at a later date.

Br i d ge s
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CHATTER FROM THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
clothing comes from during the
festivities.

Congratulations to Sloane Grant,
Isaac and Mackenzie Moore,
winners in the Love My Library
coloring contest. Each talented
artist won a special Valentine
surprise.
Dream Big READ!
Children’s Summer Reading 2012

For St. Patrick’s Day it’s
shamrocks and eating something
green.
Pajamarama returns Tuesday,
March 20 at 6:00 pm. Don’t forget
to wear your P.J.s.

Spring will soon be here...and time
to celebrate. The Conservation
District hosted a fun and
educational activity to observe
National Agriculture Week for
kids on March 7 and 8 at the
10:30 am story times. Little ones
learned where their food and

In April we’ll celebrate with treats
and an Easter egg craft.
Thanks to PBS a special visitor will
join us on April 18, 10:30 am. His
best friend wears a big yellow hat.
You guessed it! Curious George

will be at the library to visit with
everyone. Parents, remember to
bring a camera as there will be
time for photos after the story.
Don’t forget summer reading is
just around the corner. June 11
kicks off summer festivities.
Dream Big! is the children’s theme
for this year’s program. Last
summer over two hundred kids
signed up. Can we beat that
number this year?
—Erika Mariner, Children’s Librarian

What’s a
Meme?

F.R.A.N.K.’S PLACE - F

UN. READS. ACTIVITIES. NOISE.

Local Teens Geek(ed)Out @
the Library for Teen Tech
Week 2012

Teen Summer Reading 2012
Own the Night

To celebrate Teen Tech Week
(TTW), March 4-10, 2012 local
teens joined thousands of other
libraries and schools across the
country and celebrated this year’s
“geek out” theme. TTW is a
national initiative of the Young
Adult Library Services Association
(YALSA) aimed at teens, their
parents, educators, and other

Get Set for National Library Workers’ Day
National Library
Workers
Day
(NLWD) will be
celebrated Tuesday, April 10,
2012. NLWD is a
day for library
staff, users, administrators and friends to recognize
the valuable contributions made
by all library workers.
Have a favorite library employee?
Why not “Submit a Star!”. Go to
Adult Summer Reading
2012

http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/
nominate your favorite.
Tell us how the
changed your life?

and

library

Or just stop by and offer a
simple thank you.

KNOWLEDGE.

concerned adults. The purpose is
to ensure that teens are
competent and ethical users of
technology, especially the types
offered through libraries. TTW
encourages teens to take
advantage of the technology at
libraries for education and
recreation, and to recognize that
librarians are qualified, trusted
professionals who can help them
achieve greater digital literacy.
Ian

says,

“getting

teens

into

libraries is essential. Offering
gaming, access to computers, and
online homework help is
important, and we can help
educate them on how to use
these resources.”
TTW activities included Website
Charades, Make a Meme, and
Speed Texting/Dictionary Lookup
Competition plus the weekly game
night.
--Ian Lindeman, Young Adult Services
Librarian

A Poem Lovely as a ...

On the Road Again

March in Wyoming
By Angel Mizner
Tiny white flakes flutter down
While the sun shines high in the sky
Teasing everyone around.
This is March in Wyoming
Where the dreaded and coveted
In between state of winter and spring
lies.

Teen Librarian Ian Lindeman will
venture eastward to Hershey, PA
to participate in the Collaborative
Summer Library Program meeting.
Selected librarians from across the
country gather together to share
ideas and expertise for future
summer reading programs.

Calling all poets,
aspiring poets, and
lovers of poetry.
On Wednesday,
April 25 Converse
County Library will
hold an open mike Poetry Night,
4:30-5:30 pm. Share one of your
own, read a favorite, or just meet
and greet other lovers of poetry
abiding in the Douglas area. For
more information contact Ian
Lindeman at 358-3644.

April 27-28, 2012 Children’s
Librarians Rita Heath and Erika
Mariner as well as Teen Librarian
Ian Lindeman will travel to one of
the best little towns in the West-Douglas, WY--for the spring
meeting of the Children’s/Young
Adult Interest Group. Heath is the
current
president
of
the
group.
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Diary of a Project
Many years ago local resident
Ruby Bennett began indexing
births, deaths, marriages, and
engagements found in the pages of
the Douglas Budget. Armed with
only a yellow legal pad and pen,
she volunteered a portion of her
Wednesday mornings to the
library and this project for many
years.
Building on Ruby’s efforts, a gentle
push from genealogy buff Donna
York,
and the donation of
scrapbooks from former County
Commissioner John Pexton, a
collector of local obituaries over
many years, a local community
group was organized to determine

What’s Hot
February 2012
Adult Titles
Douglas:
1.
2.

The Dark Horse, Craig
Johnson
Love in a Nutshell, Janet

the fate of
information.

the

collected

The group decided to concentrate
on obituaries. Funding obtained
through Converse County United
Way, the Library Foundation, plus
the library allowed for the
purchase of archival materials.
Betty Alberts then volunteered to
organize the materials. Gathered
and arranged into attractive
binders in a relaxed alphabetical
format (A,B, C, etc.) the collection
is now available for public use at
the library.
Realizing the value of having the
information available online, Fire
Nebula Web Design was hired to

create and set up an online
searchable database. Check it out
on our web site at
www.conversecountylibrary.org

Electronic Resources

Next the really tough part--getting
all that information into the
electronic format. Staff members,
Nicholas Muncy, Jennifer Kofoed
and Deb Kingrey have been and
are diligently entering the obituary
information into the database--a
project with no end as new
information will always be
forthcoming--but it’s already
proving invaluable to genealogists
and researchers. Eventually
Glenrock newspaper obituaries
will be added.

In the Spotlight
With the month of the shamrock

more about women’s contribu-

upon us, Angel is highlighting au-

tions to our country and the

thors who hailed from Ireland.

world.

May you find the leprechaun’s pot
of gold if you knew Bram Stoker,

April displays will feature poetry as
it is National Poetry Month. It is

Evanovich

author of Dracula, was from the

3.

Breakdown, Sara Paretsky

Emerald Isle.

4.

Gideon’s Corpse, Douglas

Women and women’s issues have

books and related materials on

Preston

taken a featured role recently in

autism.

Glenrock:

the media. Instead of listening to

1.

Back of Beyond, C.J. Box

the political rhetoric, why not

2.

Kill Switch, Neal Baer

take a look at the March Wom-

3.

Laban for All, Jean Newlove

en’s History Month display,

4.

Micro: A Novel, Michael
Crichton

“Women Innovators” to learn

also National Autism Month.
Watch for our annual showcase of

Foundation News:
The Foundation Board met Monday, March 5 at the Glenrock Branch Library. Welcome to Tom Bollinger,
the newest member of the Board.
Fund raising activities topped the agenda as the Board continues to pursue the needed funds to receive the 2
to 1 match from the Wyoming Public Library Endowment Challenge program. The deadline to raise the
$278,000 total funds is June 30, 2013., not that far in the future. Slightly over 27% has been obtained through
past fund raisers and individual and corporate donors. If you’ve been waiting to make your donation, or you
thought the deadline had passed, it’s not too late. Join friends and neighbors and help the Board establish a
permanent endowment for the benefit of the Converse County Library system. Contact the library or any
foundation member. We’re here to help. Donations are tax deductible and contributions may be made out
to the Converse County Library Foundation (CCLF) and mailed to 300 Walnut St., Douglas, WY or dropped
off at either the Glenrock or Douglas facility.
The Foundation, in partnership with the Library Board, hosted Business After Hours February 15. Turnout
was good as local business people stopped by for a look at the library, refreshments, and a chance to visit
with other local business people as well as take a look at some of the local business offerings available in
Douglas.

Have you been to
the library lately?
It’s more than just
a place to grab a
book--and these
days, it’s more
popular than ever.
Jenniffer Weigel,
Author
and
Performer

Converse County Library Bridges

Mission of the Converse County Library System:
Providing a wealth of resources to make a positive difference
in the lives of our patrons.
Converse County Library
300 Walnut St.
Douglas, WY 82633
Phone: 307-358-3644
Fax: 307-358-6743
E-mail:
khopkins@conversecountylibrary.org
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Greetings From the Rock in the Glen - Glenrock Branch Library
A quick follow-up note from
February – Enoch Williams was
the winner of the Teen Advisory
Board “heart Marshmallow Eating”
contest! Way to go Enoch! And
the winner of our “Guess the
Number of Candy Hearts in the
Jar” contest was James Huck.
The annual Dr. Seuss birthday
party on Saturday, March 3, 2012
@ 11:00 AM. Guest readers and
speakers were here to slake your
thirst for Dr. Seuss, after which
refreshments were served! Teen
Tech Week culminated in the
TAB sponsored event – Gaming
Day with the Wii – held Saturday,
March 10, 2012.
April will see us putting the
finishing touches on our Summer
Reading program for this year.

Registration will start June 4th, so
this is an early notice to add us to
your calendar with your other
summer activities! Also in April is
National Library Week, April 8 –
14, with the theme “You Belong
@ your library”. Stop in and let us
show you we have a little bit of
something for most everyone, or
we can help get it for you! Later in
April, on Wednesday, April 25th,
at 10:00 AM, Curious George
visits Glenrock as part of the PBS
tour promoting reading across
Wyoming.
A short peek at Glenrock history:

March & April, 1962
The Wyoming highway system

was up to a whopping 5,149 miles!
Ever wonder how large the state
highway system is today?

Bacon was 2# for $.98, fryers
were $.39/pound
A grease job at Nile’s Service
Station was only $1.00 if you got
the Friday or Saturday special!
The boys basketball team went
to State this year, lost their first
game to Pavilion 60-37 and then
went on to take the consolation
bracket in boys basketball Class B
competition!
The library in Glenrock was
open Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday from 2-5 PM and had
8000 books. Now we are open 44
hours over six days each week
with over 18,000 items! Can’t wait
to see what we are up to 50 years
from now!
--Paul Pidde, Branch Manager

