Book Discussion
2013

This year we will
explore books turned
into movies. We’ll
watch the movie on the
third Tuesday (6 PM),
then discuss on the third
Wednesday (7 PM).
See below for the fall
titles:
September
The Silver Linings
Playbook
by Matthew Quick

October
Shalako
by Louis L’Amour

November

The Body
(Stand by Me)
by Stephen King
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Bridges

July/August

Mike Blakely In Concert
Converse County Library welcomes
award-wining singer/songwriter and novelist
Mike Blakely for two concerts in July.
Blakely has been writing books since 1988,
and released his first CD in 1995. His most
recent books were co-written with Willie
Nelson and Kenny Rogers. We caught up
with Blakely to ask him about his experience.
Blakely, a two-time winner of
Western Writers of America’s Spur Award,
has written seventeen books. When asked
why he started writing, Blakely said, “I’m not
really sure why I was compelled to become a
novelist, but it was definitely a compulsion. I
never had a doubt that it was the career path
I should follow, so I never gave up early on
when I experienced rejection from agents or
editors.”
With so many novels, we wondered
which one was the hardest to write.
“Comanche Dawn required so much
research and took over two and a half years to
write. The American Indian
information was intimidating at first, but the
more I got into it, the more
enlightened I felt.”
As a musician, Blakely has traveled
around the world. Blakely shared a
favorite “on the road” story “My band played
in front of 20,000 people in France at a big
country music festival. The funny part about
it is that I had been wearing the same clothes
I wore on stage for four days because the
airline had lost my luggage!”
His last two books have been co-written, one with Willie Nelson (A Tale Out of
Luck), and one with Kenny Rogers (coming
soon). We asked about writing with Nelson.

“Willie has no big star attitude about him.
He was easy to work with and a fountain of
ideas. There were constant distractions from
family members, roadies, managers, golf
buddies, agents, screenwriters, and an
assortment of other characters, but all that
just made the experience more memorable.”
When asked if he had any advice to
those interested in trying a dual career in
writing and songwriting/singing, he
jokingly said, “Are you crazy?”
Be sure to mark your calenders now
for this great concert, and join us in
Douglas on July 23rd at 6 PM and in
Glenrock on July 24th at 10:30 AM.
Blakely will have copies of some of his
books and CDs available for purchase.
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Kid’s Cozy Corner

My name is Shelly Schmitt. I
am the new Children’s
Librarian. I grew up in Gillette,
Wyoming. From there I went to
the University of North Dakota
where I obtained a Bachelor’s of
Education (K-6th). I moved to
Douglas in 2009. I am excited
to be your new librarian, and I
am trying to plan many new and
exciting programs.

Teen Scene

I would like to thank those
who have signed up for Summer
Reading. For the rest of you, it
isn’t too late to sign up, pick a
free book, and get in the weekly
drawings.
This July we will continue
the Teen Chef program with
Candy Sushi on the 3rd and
Marble Pops (ice cream bars)
on the 17th. The Teen Craft will
be hemp necklaces on the 10th.
During the summer, the Teen
Chef and Teen Craft activities
will be at 11AM and at 4PM.

Adult Services

Summer Reading is in full
swing and there is still time to
get the entire family signed up!
There are shelves and shelves
full of amazing books, and just
for the fun of it, we thought we
would throw in some
wonderful prizes! We have
prizes, programs, and fun for all
ages, so come on in and join us
,but don’t hesitate because the
program ends July 20th.
Adults: there are many prizes
to be won, including a Kindle
Fire!
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Shelly Schmitt-Children’s Librarian
The month of July is going to
start off with a “BANG”. One
of our favorite guests will be
here. INDIANA BONES will
dazzle the kids with his stories
and startle them with his whip.
Mike McCarthy, alias “Indiana
Bones,” is one the most
fascinating story tellers we have
ever had come to visit out
library. The last time he was
here, over 100 kids joined us.
Parents, you don’t want your
little ones to miss this, and

it all happens on July 2nd at
10:00AM. Please stop by the
Children’s Department and pick
up your July
calendars with all the details.
August is usually our
downtime so that we can
continue to plan great events
and programs. Check in August
for Back To School programs
and events.

Maria Ricks-Teen Librarian

Our last movie night of summer
reading will be Alice in
Wonderland (2010) with Johnny
Depp, while having a Mad
Hatter Tea Party on the 11th.
Don’t forget the crazy hats—the
crazier the better.
The end of summer
reading party will be July 26th,
so join us as we celebrate a great
summer.
In August we will continue to
have Game Night every
Thursday at 6 PM. Also, the
United Way has graciously given

us a grant to boost
programming. Any teen
interested in helping me find
ways to spend the money, let me
know. I would like to start a
Teen Advisory Group (TAG). I
want your input on how to make
the library programs something
for you.
Also, before the warm days
come to an end, join the library
for a science experiment:
making a pizza box oven on
August 28th and 29th.
Hope to see you there!

Cinnamon Johnson-Adult Librarian

For every completed reading log
that you turn in, your name will
be entered into the grand prize
drawing.
Join us on July 11 for some
craft time. We will be making
river rock picture frames and
necklaces. The fun starts at 6:30
PM.
Have you ever had the feeling
that even the youngest child can
operate a computer better than
you?? Don’t worry…YOU ARE
NOT ALONE!

Many of us just can’t keep up
with the advanced technology,
especially if we haven’t even had
the chance to master the basics
of a computer. Well don’t fear,
your local library will be
offering a 3 part series of
computer courses starting in the
fall for those of us out there that
just want to learn…
“How does this stupid thing
work!” Check the website for
times and dates.
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What’s Hot

Douglas

1. Country Music Hall of Fame Songbook Series: Piano,
vocal, guitar, Country Music Hall of Fame & Museum
2. Grave Secrets, Kathy Reichs
3. Whiskey Beach, Nora Roberts
4. Guilt: An Alex Delaware Novel, Jonathan Kellerman
5. Escape, Dwight Worker
6. Key West, Stella Cameron
7. Merry Christmas, Alex Cross, James Patterson
8. Cold Wind, C.J. Box
9. Below Zero, C.J. Box

Foundation News

Glenrock

1. Breaking Point, C.J. Box
2. Don’t Go, Lisa Scottoline
3. Extinction, Mark Alpert
4. Fade Away, Harlan Coben
5. Let the Dead Sleep, Heather Graham
6. Stone Butterfly, James D. Doss
7. Sweet Tea Revenge, Laura Childs
8. The Hit, David Baldacci

In 2008, the Wyoming State Legislature passed the Wyoming Pulic Library
Endowment Challenge. Endowment funds are invested for perpetuity and the
interest is distributed annually. This legislation provides support for continued
library programing like speakers, authors, exhibits, and new technology. It helps
us expand our collection, and it can also be put towards capital expenditures
like our building project. Under this law, the state will match every dollar 2 to
1. That means your $1 gift turns into $3! We are not even half way to our goal,
and time is running out. Will you consider making a gift to the library today
and increasing the impact it can make? Stop by the library or mail us the form
below with your tax deductible gift. And thank you for keeping our library going
strong well into the future!
Name: _______________________ Phone: ________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: __________________ State: _____ Zip: _________________
E-Mail: _______________________
I pledge a gift of $______ over ___ years (max 5) for a total of $______
OR I am making a gift of $_____
___ Check (payable to CCLF) ___ Credit: Visa/Mastercard/Discover

Kudos

Here at the library, we like to make
sure we give credit where credit is
due. We could not give away so
many great prizes without the
generosity of local businesses. Please
be sure to tell them that you
appreciate their support when you
redeem your prize!

McDonalds
Pizza Hut
Crickwater Grill
Arby’s
Flicks (Glenrock & Douglas)
Cinema Cafe
Thank you so much for helping us
have a great summer!

Card # ________________________________ Exp Date: __________
Signature:______________________________ Date: _____________

Library Welcomes New Staff

Over the last few months you might have noticed a few new faces around the library.
We are thrilled to welcome Shelly Schmitt and Sara Doyle to our team.
Shelly started in May as the Children’s Librarian. She has lots of great ideas for new programs, and
can’t wait to get to know the kids and their parents. Be sure to stop by and say hello to her.
Sara joined the library in June as the new Public Relations and Information Manager. She’ll be handing various
aspects of communication with the public, getting the word out about events and updates on the building project, as well
as managing the library’s social sites. Sara was born in Wyoming, but grew up in Colorado. She is
excited to be back in the state, and looks forward to getting to know the area. Be sure to stop by and
introduce yourself.
And don’t forget to get involved with our Facebook pages. You can find us by searching for
Converse County Library (in Douglas) and Glenrock Branch (in Glenrock). Like both pages to keep
up on events and to join in on discussions.
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Bridges
Photo Contest

You might have noticed, we’ve got a new look for the library
newsletter this month. We hope you like it! The cover photo is of
Converse County’s very own Ayers Natural Bridge, and over the next
year, we would like to feature more photos of bridges to help celebrate
our newsletter name. We would prefer photos of bridges (all sorts!)
from around Wyoming.
To enter, just take a great picture and email it to Sara Doyle
at the library (sdoyle@converesecountylibrary.org) with the subject
line: Photo Contest Entry. Please be sure to send the file as a .jpg at
the higest resolution you can, and be sure to include your full name,
and where the photo was taken. Winners will be featured on the
newsletter banner.
So get out there and take some pictures. We look forward to
seeing them. Who knows, maybe your picture will grace our next issue!

Note: submission of photos grants the library permission to use
the photo in the Bridges newsletter and other promotional material.
Credit will be given.

News from the Rock in the Glen

Greetings from Glenrock.
Summer Reading is going great this year. Who knew there were so many ways to Dig Into Reading? With
Summer Reading half over, we have several great programs to look forward to in July. Indiana Bones comes back into
town on July 2 at 1:00 PM for a program in Glenrock after performing in Douglas at 10:00 AM that same day. The
following week, kids get to learn about mud bricks, while the teens learn about the Japanese art form - dorodango! Our
Summer Reading program wraps up with a Family Movie Night – Journey to the Center of the Earth, and a geology
program with Nena Grilley. Our end-of-program event is singer/songwriter/novelist Mike Blakely on Wednesday, July 24
at 10:30 AM at the Glenrock Branch Library.
August brings us to our annual book sale. Be sure to come down and browse our collection of fine used books and
other items for something that tickles your fancy! It runs the full month of August.

Peek Into Glenrock History: July/August 1963

Enforcement of Glenrock’s 10:00 PM curfew was being
considered again as numerous complaints were being received about
vandalism, rowdyism, speeding, etc. (If only they had all the
electronic attention grabbers available today, I’m sure they wouldn’t
have had those kinds of problems with their kids!)
The summer story hour and library at the grade school closed
after a successful 8 week session. The children were treated to
popsicles as this was the last story hour for the summer. The average
attendance for the 16 sessions was 32 with an average of 44 books
checked out per session. A total of 665 books were checked out over
the length of the program. (REMEMBER – this was about 5 years
before the current library was built when the library was in the barber
shop on Birch Street!)
The 1963 Glenrock Junior Legion won the district tournament
by beating Guernsey 3 to 1.
The newly organized First National Bank of Glenrock will be
occupying the former Sweet Shop building after a $23,636.91
remodeling job is completed.
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United Way Grant

We want to extend our deep thanks to the
United Way of Converse County for their
very generous grant of $1000.
The Teen Program in Douglas got $850,
and the Children/Teen program in
Glenrock received $150. This grant will help
us purchase new materials for the library.
Thank you, United Way, for supporting us!

